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otherwise attain to what they aspire/'
aWe are not to measure felicity and repose from
the multitude and number of affairs but from the
temper and virtue of the subject."
"Ambition and malice, lust and superstition are in
solitude as in their kingdom."
"They are the close, stagnate and covered waters
which stink most,, and are fullest of mud odure,
how calm and peaceful soever they seem upon the
surfaces; while men of action and public spirits,
descending as from the highest rocks and eminences,
though they sometimes make a noise have no leisure
to corrupt but run pure and without mixture."
"to conflict with the regnant vices and overcome
ourselves (are) greater exploits than the winning of
enchanted castles and the killing of giants."
"Doubtless there are many heinous sins which
company preserves us from."
"As for books, I acknowledge with the philosopher.,
Otium sine literis to be the greatest infelicity in the
world; but on the other side not to read men and to
converse with living libraries is to deprive ourselves
of the most useful and profitable of studies. This
is that deplorable defect which universally renders
our bookish men so pedantically morose and im-
polished, and in a word so very ridiculous; for
believe it, sir, the wisest men are not made in
chambers and in closets crowded with shelves, but by
habitudes and active conversations."
"There is no man alive that affects a country
life more than myself; no man it may be who has
more experienced the delices of it; but even those
without action are intolerable."
He ends by contrasting the two lives with a
merciless denunciation of the idler, "sitting on a
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